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ROYAL MEDICAL AND CHIRURGICAL

SOCIETY.

ANNUAL MEETING, TUESDAY, MARCH 1ST, 1864.

R. PARTRIDGE, Esq., F.R.S., President, in the Chair.

AT the commencement of the meeting, the President
declared the ballot open for the election of the Officers
and Council for the ensuing year, and nominated Dr.
Kirkes and Mr. C. H. Moore as scrutineers.
Report of the Treasurers. From this report, it ap-

peared that the total ordinary income of the year had
been 21352: 12: 9, which, with the amount of composi-
tion fees, £43: 1, and a balance from the previous year's
account of £357: 19: 9, gave a total of 21753: 13: 6;
and against this sum the ordinary expenditure, in-
clusive of X181: 14: 6 on the library, and £2002: 16: 3
on the Transactions, etc., was £985 : 5; the extraordi-
nax-y expenditure (for alteration in the meeting-room
etc.) £34: 7: 7, and the sum of £500 13: 9 purchased
into the funds; leaving a balance of £233: 7: 2 in the
treasurer's hands. The total receipts of the Society
for the last two years had exceeded its expenditure by
about £700.

Mr. ARNOTT moved, and Dr. WEBSTER seconded,
the adoption of the report. Dr. Webster said that
from the statement just exhibited, it appeared that
the Society's rent amounted to £1: 2: 10 only.

Report of the President and Council. The total
number of Fellows was 634-a slightly smaller num-
ber than in the previous report; but this was ac-
counted for principally by the large number of deaths
(16) which had occurred. The report referred in de-
tail to the steps which had been taken by the Council
since the last general meeting relative to the ventila-
tion of the meeting-room, its appointment of a com-
mittee on the subject, and their recommendations. A
portion of these only, owing to insufficiency of time
during the ordinary closure of the library in the
autumn, had been carried out, consisting of a window
over the entrance-door of the room, and an apparatus
for opening a portion of the skylight, by which it was
believed a great improvement in the ventilation of
the room had been effected at a small cost. The report
also stated that 323 new works, exclusive of periodi-
cal publications, had been added to the library; and
referred to the munificent donation of Mr. Soden, of
Bath, of the collection of medical portraits formed by
his late father, Mr. John Smith Soden. Other por-
traits had since been presented by Fellows of the
Society; and in consequance of a letter from Mr.
Propert, as executor of the late Mr. Squibb, and on
the recommendation of the Library Committee, the
Council had resolved to offer £70 for Mr. Squibb's
well known collection-subject to the confirmation of
the annual meeting. If purchased, the Society would
possess a collection of considerably above 2000 en-
graved medical portraits, some of which were of great
rarity and value. The report also referred to the
photographic collection of portraits of Fellows of the
Society in continuation of the above, and the collec-
tion of pathological photographs, further contribu-
tions to which were much desired by the Council.
The committee appointed by the Council " On the
Uses and Effects of Chloroform," were unable to con-
clude their labours last year; but their report would
now shortly be presented to the Society, and would
be published in the next volume of the Transactions.
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PRESIDENT S ADDRESS.
The PRESIDENT commenced his address by advo-

cating the expediency, for communities as well as for
individuals, of an occasional retrospect of the past,
with a view to the guidance of the future; to ascer-

tain whether progress had been commensurate with
opportunities, or whether there had not been seasons
of indolence and inaction, the causes of which might
be avoided in future. He reminded the meeting that
the Medical and Chirurgical Society, like the "Royal,"
had its origin in a private meeting of a few scientific
persons anxious for the promotion of knowledge, who
held a preliminary meeting at the Freemasons' Tavern
in May 1805, and (after the organisation of the So-
ciety) a first ordinary meeting in the December of
the same year. The Society's first place of meeting
was in Verulam's Buildings, Gray's Inn, then succes-

sively at two houses in Lincoln's Inn Fields, where it
continued until its removal to Berners Street in 1835,
in consequence (amongst other reasons) of its having
been ascertained that a very large proportion of its
resident Fellows lived west of the former locality.
The first President, in 1805, was Dr. William Sanders,
and the first volume of the Transactions was published
in 1809, under the presidency of Dr. Matthew Bail-
lie. In 1812 an ineffectual application was made for a

charter of incorporation. Its importance, however,
was felt to be so essential to the status an stability of
the Society, that the application was renewed, and a

royal charer obtained in 1834. On this occasion the
bye-laws and other regulations of the Society were

revised and adjusted. During the period of removal,
the Society, through the kind liberality of the then
President (Dr. Elliotson), held its meetings at his
house. The first meeting in Berners Street was on

February 10th, 1835. Since that time the Society
had steadily advanced in reputation and usefulness,
revising its laws from time to time, so as to adapt
them to circumstances as occasion made it expedient,
becoming more just and liberal in some of its regula-
tions, adding largely to its magnificeut library, and
of late increasing its utility by the frequent publica-
tion of abstracts of its Proceedings; and finally, by
instituting, from among its Fellows, committees for
the investigation of certain subjects of great general
importance to the profession, such as the " Committee
on Suspended Animation," and that on "The Uses
and Effects of Chloroform," the report of which is
nearly completed. The success of the labours of the
Society is attested by the publication of forty-six
volumes of its Transactions, forming a standard work
of reference on the most important topics which have
engaged the attention of the profession during the
last half century, and by the formation of one of the
largest and best-managed circulating libraries of me-

dical books in the kingdom. Still (added the Presi-
dent) there remain great objects to accomplish, and
foremost amongst them, the acquisition of a perma-
nent residence, either in the shape of a freehold
house, with some architectural pretensions as a public
building, or of apartments in Burlington House, in
association with other scientific bodies. The Presi-
dent then called the attention of the meeting to the
very fine collection of medical portraits and auto-
graphs now in possession of the Society, comprised-
1, in the Soden collection, recently presented by Mr.
J. Soden, of Bath; and 2, by the purchase of Mr.
Squibb's collection, just sanctioned by the present
general meeting; both together forming a collection
unrivalled by any in the kingdom. Notice was also
taken of the rapidly forming series of photographs,
commenced by Dr. H. G. Wright, of pathological
specimens, and the Fellows were urged to contribute
to these collections as opportunities offered. The So-
ciety during the past year had lost by death sixteen
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of its Fellows. This number, though double the
average of the last ten years, was yet nearly equalled
in two former years, and exceeded in two others of
the same period (ten years). The President gave a
short memorial of each of these sixteen Fellows.
Amongst provincial Fellows, Mr. J. S. Soden, ol
Bath, Mr. W. J. Wickam, of Winchester, as hospital
surgeons; Dr. E. Stephens, of Manchester, as an an.
atomist and teacher; and Dr. Carter, of Deal, as a
physician in extensive practice, were the most con.
spicuous. Amongst resident Fellows was Mr. Henry
Ancell, a gentleman largely engaged in general prac-
tice, and a man of much ability as well as of laborious
research and learning, as is shown by his works on
Tuberculosis, on the Physiology and Pathology of the
Blood, and by his unpublished treatise on Poisons oj
the Blood. On Mr. J. H. Green he passed a high
eulogium, commenting on the great position whieh
he held in the profession and in the governing bodies
and professional societies of the country; upon his
high, chivalric, and truly Christian character, his
eloquence, and his extensive and varied learning.
He alluded to the long and laborious years of study
which Mr. Green had given to the completion of a
Systenm of Spiritual Philosophy, originated by Cole-
ridge. There is a prospect of the speedy publication
of this posthumous work. Amongst the younger
Fellows, the President especially noticed Dr. E. R.
Harvey, Registrar of St. George's Hospital, as one
who, already distinguished by his researches in phy-
siological chemistry, promised, had he lived, to have
left a mark on his generation. Mr. T. Davis and Mr.
H. C. Johnson were gentlemen who, each in his time,
had enjoyed large practices, and who, without having
contributed to the literature of their profession, were,
nevertheless, remarkable as skilful surgeons, possess-
ing in a wonderful degree the confidence of their
patients. Finally, he deplored, as a loss to the scien-
tific world, a foreign honorary Fellow, in the person
of Professor Vrolik of Amsterdam, whose works on
the Chimpanzee, on Embryology, Teratology, etc.,
are so universally known and esteemed, and whose
reputation seemed hereditary. His noble museum,
collected by his father and himself, was always open
to the scientific foreigner, and his genial manner and
knowledge of our language were particularly agree-
able to our own travelling countrymen.
At the conclusion of the address, the best thanks

of the meeting to the President were moved by Mr.
FERGUSSON, seconded by Dr. WEGG, and carried with
acclamation.

It was also moved by Dr. C. J. B. WILLIAMS, se-
conded by Mr. DIXON, and carried unanimously:-
" That the cordial thanks of the Society be given to
the retiring Secretary, Dr. Sieveking, for his valuable
and zealous services during the time he had been in
office; and also to the retiring Members of Council-
Dr. Hodgkin (Vice-President, Dr. West (Vice-Presi-
dent), Dr. Cotton, Dr. Gream, Dr. George Johnson,
Mr. Holt, and Mr. Holthouse."

SUPERANNUATION OF PooR-LAW MEDICAL OFFI-
CERS. We refer with pleasure to the resolutions
adopted at a meeting of the medical practitioners of
the Edenderry Union, with respect to the claims of
medical officers to a superannuation allowance from
the Government after they have become incapacitated
by age or infirmity from efficiently performing their
duties. Whilst the duties imposed on them are
severe, their requital is measured too often in a
grudging and parsimonious spirit. The wretched
salaries usually granted to workhouse and dispensary
medical officers are totally inadequate to enable them
to make provision themselves. (Irish Times.)

IRIDECTOMY.
LETTER FROM WILLIAM BOWMAN, EsQ., F.R.S.
SiR,-The question as to eye-tension is one of far too,

great moment, in a practical point of view, to be
allowed to rest in the unsatisfactory form it assumes
in Mr. Dixon's letter of January 11th (ante, p. 80). I
have already, at p. 107-8, in replying to Mr. Walton,
adverted to this subject; but Mr. Dixon's strong re-
assertion of the correctness of his own views obliges
me to meet his statements separately. If he be right
in his observation, that the eye is hard in " very nu-
merous cases of iritis, keratitis, etc.," "which can be
perfectlyand readilycuredbyjudiciousmedical means,"
undue hardness ceases to be a sign distinctive of the
glaucomatous state; the all-important indication it
affords for other than medical treatment is delusive;
the modern doctrine regarding glaucoma (resting, as
it does, on this very basis) is shaken in a vital part;
and we are thrown back towards the confusion in
which the whole subject lay previous to 1856. Hence.
my strong desire that all practitioners, who have the
responsibility of advising in cases which may prove
to be glaucomatous, should look with interest on this
cardinal and in general easily recognisable sign, too
great hardness of the globe, as estimable by the touch;
and that its extreme diagnostic value, as distinguish-
ing between glaucomatous and non-glaucomatous dis-
eases, should come to be understood and acknow-
ledged. It is because the view of Mr. Dixon and
others appears to me not only erroneous as a matter
of science, but of perilous tendency in practice, that I
am so anxious to have the facts clearly defined, and
not obscured by any ambiguity of expression, This
must be my excuse, if I occupy any time on verbal
criticism.
Mr. Dixon says (BRITISH MEDICAL JOURNAL, last

vol., p. 698): "We can only judge of tension by its
phenomenon, hardness; and to say that all inflamed
eyes which are harder than natural are to be subjected
to iridectomy, will be to inflict that operation upon
numberless cases of iritis, keratitis, etc., which can
be perfectly and readily cured by judicious medical
means." He now explains (ante, p. 80), that by
"numberless" he means "very many" or "very nu-
merous", which is quite the sense in which I under-
stood his expression when I said, in opposition to his
view (ante, p. 55), that "all the ordinary inflamma-
tions of the internal tunics are not characterised, as a
rule, by undue tension; and that if, in their course,
the eye becomes tense, a new element of danger is in-
troduced, depending on a new order of conditions, to
be met by treatment conducted on a new principle,
though not always necessarily by iridectomy."

If such cases as Mr. Dixon alludes to are really
" very numerous", surely they muist be "' ordinary",
unless we are to employ common words in unusual
senses, and thus needlessly confuse the discussion.

I have stated (ante, p. 55) that I am directly at
issue with some esteemed colleagues on a plain and
simple point of fact. Were it not a most fundamental
one, it would not be requisite thus to revert to it.
The real question of moment is this: Is hardness of
the eye, when any of its structures are inflamed, a
sign of value as regards treatment ? Does it mark a
typical distinction between two classes of inflamma-
tion, which in their general appearances, and under
certain circumstances, may much resemble each other?
Does not the question, whether a particular case of
inflammation " can be perfectly and readily cured by
judicious medical means," often turn on this other;
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